
Appropriation The Legislative Act which permits the government to make obligations.

Appropriation Title A grouping of like appropriations and funds into the following categories:  Military Personnel,
Operation and Maintenance, Procurement, Research and Development, Military Construction,
Family Housing , and Trust, Revolving, and Management Funds.

Budget Authority The value of annual new legal authority to incur obligations (to enter into contracts
involving expenditures of funds from the Treasury). BA

Budget Year(s) Fiscal year(s) for which a request or estimate is made as the central focus of the budget documents.

Constant Dollars Funds from which the effects of inflation have been removed so that it is possible to compare
funding between fiscal years.

Current Year The fiscal year which will be in execution when the budget goes to Congress (FY 2003 for the
FY 2004 Budget Estimates).

Current Dollars Funds which include the impact of inflation.  These are the amounts most often shown in the 
budget.  Same as "then year" dollars.

Deflators Numbers which may be used to eliminate the impact of inflation in any given fiscal year so that 
funding in that year can be compared to the funding in any other year.

Direct Budget Plan Value of the direct program for a fiscal year regardless of the method of financing (which could
include balances available from prior years).  Same as TOA.  Refers to program which are
directly (instead of reimbursably) funded.

Inflation Indices The inflation rate from one year to the next.  In order to compare two years, it will usually be
desirable to eliminate the effects of inflation.  This process is usually best accomplished by using
a deflator rather than the inflation indices.
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Net Expenditures Same as Outlays.

Obligational Authority The period during which funds are available for new obligations.

Outlays Checks issued or cash disbursed.  Outlays include interest accrued on the public debt, or other
forms of payment, net of refunds and reimbursements.  Also known as net expenditures or
net disbursements.

Prior Year The fiscal year which will have been most recently completed when the budget goes to Congress
(FY 2002 for the FY 2004 Budget Estimates).

Total Obligational The DOD term which expresses the value of the direct program for a fiscal year regardless
Authority of the method of financing (i.e., could include balances available from prior years).  TOA


